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On his PLAY, call'd, 


| Cond: 2 
4 2 g — ; — . 
Wenn 8 | 
Fe loathe the Subſtance, but be loves the Show, _ 
*  Howrly bis learn d „ 


Abe * of Words... 
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THOUGH your "Works. 
abound with polite Delica - 
4 cles, which are beyond the 
* common Capacity ef Man- 


C5 


kind; ＋ yet I think there are Beauties 


enoigh Within che Reach of every 
WOT B unpre- 


* 


is #5 


upre ejudic d Perſon, to incite _ Ore 

* and Eſteem * — 
But there are a Kind of nia 
nn the World, who, becauſe they have 
not Faculties capable of any Thing | 
that's Great, or Uſeful, employ them- 
ſelves in a malapert Way of Detraction, 
5 under the Pretenee of being Critics. 


But that Mr. H w ple Neri 
d cꝗe full ofthe groſſeſt Egrors, ſh 1 


. 
IS 1 


* — - 
OO TORO — · — —— — —— 2 
= 


— wwe 


take upon him to, correct a Gentleman 
of an eftabliſh'd Reputation, and in 
F rude. ſcurrilous Language, is, in my 
Opinion, ſomething more * com- 
1. Aſſurance. cl 
II muſt conſeſs, der Criticifan is , | 
* very much beyond my Ability, and | 
what I don't in the leaſt pretend to 
yet in this Caſe I can't help, falling in« 
to that Error you ſo juſily diſapprove 


rr. But I hope, Sir, 
In. you. 


4 


+ 


——U— — — — —— 


c 
: 


& 4 HG 
you will excuſe tl die Digreffon 6 Fron 
Rule, and the muy other. Impeyfes 
ions ydu will meer with in this in 
correct Letter, fince it is my Zeal its 
| pou and Deſire of expoling your inſv- 

abuſive Oppoſite, makes me run 
this Hazard of publick Cenſuie; not 
that T4 imagine you want/any Aſſiſtance 
to your Defence, but becauſe he is un- 
worthy of your Reſent nent. 
+ - ſhould think myſelf guilty” of ak 
unpardonable Fault, if I give you the 
Trouble to peruſe the many groſs Ex- 
rors I have obſervd thro the Works 
this Pedlantick Writer, it is a juſt No- 
tion of your own, Sir, that there is 
nothing more tireſome than the Works 
of à Critic, who writes in a politive 
Dogmatie Way, without either Lan- 
guage, Genius, or Imagination; there - 
fore, Sir, I only ſend you ſome few 


"TY 


1 on the laſt Ceandalcts Pams 

phlet which this hoary Bard, provo- 

ed by Spleen and Poverty, publiſ'4 | 

with a Deſign to do you. a Prejudice, | 

when, poor Man, he has rather taken 

a Method to bring a great Number of 
exowded Audiences. 

I can but think the beſt Step hs 
Author of the Artifice could have ta · 
ken, would have been to have brib'd 
Mr. D. to publiſh a Pamphlet con- 
taining the Inability of the Au thor, 
with the Errors of the Play, by Hear- 
1 "E 
1 ow, Sir, to prove bow gent a2 
Slave th this Bard is to his Temper (by | 
always vindicating the weaker Side, 
tho contrary to Senſe and Reaſon) 1 
have read over your 65th Spectator, and 
wil nes (in my pages you 


nah. | bare 
: 4 


ik 


4 
o * 


deſt Character than D- 
| You day of him, that he is 70 dire 
Enave in his Deſigns, and a Clown in 
his Language; Beſlair is his Friend and 
Admirer, in Return for which, for- 
ſooth, becauſe he is a greater Wit than 


„ble to perſwade him to marry a young 
d Lady, whoſe Virtue he thinks will lat 
no longer than till ſhe is a Wife, and 
„ then ſhe cannot but fall to his Share, 


as he is an irreſiſtable fine Gentleman; 


his Falſhood to Mrs. Lovit, and the 


guiſh for loving him, is another In- 
i flance of his Hopefty, | as. well as * 
good Natur. 7 
But, Sir, Des calls bim, 5 in \ his] Pam 


phlet, a young Courtier, haughty, vain, 
and prone to Anger, amourous, 4 


and 


8 given Dorimant a much woe mo- 


his ſaid Friend, he thinks it reaſona- 


* 


very much the Trick * that ane 
nt, 4 | 


87. 


Alis ehe, be Aebeuckkds Loves, me 


betrays her, loves Belinda,” and as/ oor 


as he enjoys her, is falſe to her. 


I appeal to Reaſon, if a Man * | 
geld with the abovenam'd Qualities 
(ſo far from being a fine Gentleman) 
does not / deſerve to be kick d out of | 
all human Society; and yet Mr. 
De-, in a Page or two farther, com- 
pares this Villain (if T may be allow'd 
to call a Man ſo that betrays: his 


Friends) to the Character of the moſt 


Noble Wilmot, Earl of Rorbeſter; as for 
the Earl's amourous Temper, and the 


Charms he had for the Ladies, if 


theſe are Vices, they are very natural 
in young Gentlemen, and what was 


Now, Sit, a8 | tl ee ik 
many Noblemen now living, that gra- 


„ | ced 
4 i 


8 ms. ad a= wm os 


ies | Cour of King Charles che Second : Ie 


* 


ced King carlos Court, a 0 
bas the Inſolence to ſay, that Di 
: mant, with that Villain's Mind, is an 
admirable Picture of a Counter. in the 


0 J 18: very natural to ſuppoſe, dir, if Viee, 
and Corruption, were in Vogue at 
- & that Court, as he affirms, that a vick 
ous, Play mut pleaſe em; and it is as 
likely to imagine, that as in many Par- 


tienlars we are much reformd, the 
Play that pleas d the corrupt Age then, 


thould diſpleaſe HOW 5: behdes, if Sir, As 
you took upon you the Character of a 
f publick Cenſor of Great Britain, vou 
7 had a Privilege, and it was your Duty 
to correct and reform us and I am 
certain thoſe who peruſe your & xth 


Sector, muſt allow! v * it a 


2 ee nee, a 


— 


any one ſhould enlarge _ the! Tom 
JR of Beauties. 5 
At. 1 is to be obſervd as a Wonder, 
Sir, that you have ſet forward with à 


very valuable approv'd Piece, and have 


ended with one (if poſſible) of muctt 
more Merit, ſo that you may chal - 


lenge Envy to recall the Memory of 


the paſt, and the Practice of your 
preſent Writings, to come boldly Face 


to Face, where, by a juſt Reſemblance * 
of Features, the Fore-father may joy- 
fully own his — Poſterity. 
a That” | 


1 1 an beg: your Exciſe if at preſer | 
I conſult what ſhall turn moſt to be- f 
own liking.” rac me 7 RN 
It is my real Opinion, chat your 
Mods eſty would be leſs offended if De 
or any other ſuch Critick, would en- 
Aeavour to pick out, and ſhow the ſmall 
Errors in your laſt Comedy, than that 


0. 2 1 
* * N WS 


11 iT. 5 
| chit s rent is not only ſurprizing, bur 
very valuable, whoſe Courſe is as pure 
and luſid as the Fountain Head. 
It was the Opinion of all the Antients, 
that Love (the uſual Argument of all 

Comedies) is there beſt written where 
it is moſt diſtreſs d, and in deſpairing 
Paſſion; that Part of Comedy ſceming | 
it beſt which is neareſt Tragedy. It is alſo 
I mention'd in many Places that they, 
T3 were baniſh'd from the Theatre at 
a Athens, and hiſs d from Rome, that 
brought Paraſites on the Stage with 
Apiſh Actions, Fools with uncivil Ha- 
bits, or Courtezans - with immodeft” 
Words. It is plain, Sir, you have 
taken the beſt Method to move the 
Audience to the Suppreſſion of Vice, 
by preſenting em with ſuch a Worthy * 2 
_ Nl Character as Bevil, a Mun ge 


- 


— — ry 
—— 


| Men, whoſe Talents are ſuperior: to our 


. 


1 
of Mercy, Beneficence, Afkibliry, _— | 

neſs, and Compaſſion, a g | 

His affable Behavi iour to Sei W | 
Carbonelt in the 3d AQ, where he lays, 
Tou ſmile, Madam, to ſes meè ſo complai- 1 
ſaint whom J pay for this Vi ifie,” now T 
think it's not enough barely io pay thoſe | 


own, mean ſuch Talents as would betome 


= Gentleman. This is a Beauty, where= 


by every one may diſtinguiſh a well 
bred Gentleman from a proud Upſtart. 
Notwithſtanding the Author of the- 
Freebolder's Journal has taken upon 
him to degrade the Character of Bevil, | 
J am certain it infinitely exceeds that 
of Pamphilus in the Audria of Terence, | 
which he prefers ſo much before it, if 


, (as he allows) he is the fineſt Gentle- 


man, whoſe Virtues are moſt perma- 
nent. | 


He 


E #3 I- 
He al wie that Bei is not under 
{| aach Difficulties as Pamphilus, and that 
= | therefore,” not falling from his Duty, 
vas not ſo great a Virtue in him as in 
3 Pamphilys. But if the greateſt Part of 
7 the learn d World are not miſtaken in 
their Opinions, Bevil's is much the 
more dangerous Circumſtances, for it 
has been generally agreed, that Super- 


& | Huity; and Eaſe, are the Decay of 


1 | Reaſon; and Virtue, and allowing Po- 


verty, and Want, to have their Temp- 
tations, yet our judgment is in a 
much better Condition than when we 


is in leſs Danger. If this be true, (as 
I think it's undiſputable) how Glori- 
ous a Character is that of Bevil's, who, 


of Fortune, omits gratifying the moſt 
e! Paſſion of his Age, vis, The 
polles- 


abound, and conſequently our Virtue - 


in the Heat of Youth, and full Tide 


* 


L ay J's 
poſſeſſing himſelf of a Lady, who had | 
Wit and Beauty-to engage, and gratify 
every Senſe, a Perſon whom he pal- | 
ſionately lovd, and that he was con- 
vinc'd had a Value for him; and this 
Reftraint was not from a Fear of being 
diſinherited, for he had an indepen» || 

dant Sufficiency, but from the moſt | 
generous Motion of the Mind, a Reſig- 
nation of his Will to that of a kind be- 
neficent Parent. Pamphilus was betroth- 
ed to his Glycerium, ſo that he could 
not have abandon'd her, without the 
utmoſt Villany; beſides, he had an In- 
ducement to this Duty, if the Enjoy- 
ment of a Perſon» whom he lov'd may 
be efteem'd ſo: Therefore all that this 
Reſolution amounts to is, the prefer. 
ing the Miſtreſs of his Affections with 
an indigent low Fortune, to Infamy 
and Plenty, which, if it was a vertu- 
| ous 
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os Choice, was not a very extraordis 
nary one in a Perſon of his Age: But 


Bevif's Merit has no Allay, ſince the 


Promiſe he makes to his Father, of 


: marrying Lucinda, (which is the only 


Imperfection this Critick finds in his 
danriy) is no Reflection, for he ne- 
ver made the leaſt Overture of his amo- 
rous Paſſion to Indiana, becauſe he 
would have it abſolutely in his Power 
to diſcharge this Du ty to bis Fa- 
ther, without Injuſtice to her. f 
In ſhort, if polite Language, noble , 
Sentiments, and the ſubjecting every | 
Paſſion to the Law of Reaſon, are 


the eſſential Parts of a fine Gen- 

tleman, Beviſ's is 'a perfect Chara - 

I can't help telling you, Sir, with 

what ſenſible Pleaſure I obſerv d the chief 

Part of the Audience receive your He- 
ros 


Ss. 
* — 


Treschery, and being of a warm haſty 
Tempei, he wee erg to provoke 


Gentleman a M 
not to evade a Fight, tho upon ever 
blight an Occaſion: Now, e 


N 


1 Dihwane Kae 


fourth Act, where bis Friend Meprife 
challenges him upon a Suſpition ef 


him to a Duel. (ii drag 

It has been dd Cullen of almoſt 
ney Author of Comedy, to draw the 
1 of ſuch Courage as 


have dard to give us an Example of 
a very unpolite Gentlenian, one who 
theſe Beaus call à preaching Derviſe, 
who, | inſtead of the Sword's Point, 
gives his Antagoniſt moral Sentiments, 
by fayirig, You know, Sir, I haus often 


dard to diſapprove of the Decifions à N : 
ram Cuſtom has imroducd;' to the:Breach 


of all Law's both divine and ban. (And 
” tt aan or K T have” of 


201 ten 


of Life, Is it poſlible, Sir; chat B.- 


2. "7 TS: 


only Euſineſs of Comedy, s 


of the Town to reclaim a wild whores 
ing young Fellow from that Faculty; 
or; that a Baudy-houſe is a fitter Place 
for the eee of 2 e than 
4 Church, 11. 2453 10 Sf 


falſe Opinion of Honour, than +the 
friendly Conduct by whick Bevil cotis 
| yincts "— that there is nothing 


— * * Ty * * 1 
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ren AS pes it: 1 £ 
aber d whe daring - 10 offend lle Hun 


can be ſo void of Shame to atem 
prove, that vicious Characters is the 
that 
their corrupt Examples have the _ 


deſign d Effex upon the Andie 


a virtueus - honoufable Charaſior; 3 
might as well fay, it is in the Power 


of a handſome young wanton Woman . 


What Method can is more ae 
dr what more likely to contradiQ-that 


I” | manly, : by, 


\ 


"PR 4 4 


- 4 - 4 4 * 
3 
N * 


| 5 N manly; dee 18 wh. by Rea | 


fon, and is agreeable to the Practice of 
Virtue: Which ad mirable Scene cloſes | 
with theſe Lines 2 10; $460 Of 20 169 | 


" W | [1 Son * 
a aan 5 Sener and ern. by, 
| Shame, q e N , 

-: Theyohoxard Being to FAR Nabe 3 


I * Nr dine inquire i 0: the dread n 


Ween * n they male. 
4 This I: am Cell aſar'd a, Sin, that = 
Purity of the stile, the Delicacy of the 
bY Turns, and the Juſtneſs of the Cha- | 


rafters, are all of em Beauties which 
the greateſt Part of the Audience are 
incapable of taſting; I mean ſuch as 
are only pleas d with the diſtorted Ge- 
| hires of a Comedian, with Farce and 
Show, and are better ſatisfy d with - 
doo or echtes unreaſonable Jeſts, than 
_ Kühen with 


& 73 


with chelirefubSolutioniofa Fable 5'but * 
Sir, co 


ſince it is not permitted me, 
priiſe you according to my Wiſhesz it 
is much leſs in my Power to male in 


Commeridations equal to your) Merits, 


Bur to retum to B AR. ef HINT 
As for the ContradiQtion; and Ill 
nature, he has expreſ din the Preface 
to his laſt Pamphlet; it is Puniſhment 
. for him, that every one Who | 
reads it laugh at it but for his Impu- 
_ dence in the 6th Page, not only/every | 
pupil of the Muſes, but every Ad miret 
of the Tariert and W * to 
2 ee eee e 

No, Sir, to ſhow you che Vanity 


_ this Hoary Bard, and the vaſt Applauſe 
he expects from his Great Work, will 


o_ appear by the ws as; 
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from Gan, Aether Bares do chan | 
meeting Mu. Dems, among other C] 
pliments told him, he obſery d his Char 
' valteviand Vritings were very much tar 
len Noties of: in foreign: Parts, to 
which, Mr. D- reply d, Nes, Sir, J 
lnouythey do me Honour, but as for 
y on Country, the Eg, Gods 
| Death,. they don't know: there is füuch 
a Manamonęſt them. reid 10 fl 
ab Sir; moſt of aur Eg 
Gentlemen, are ſenſible here is ſuch s 
Manz it is impoſſible for anyone te 
fFancνν moe exact Piqture of him, 
than Apemantus, the Manchater in Tie 
1 of Athens, | tho I Muiſt caufeſs, Ape- 
Mantic is a Man of much more humble 

Viztues.- Anocher Inſtance of his Va“ 
nity: plainly appears in his Pedication 
o my Lord Chambenlain, where, ſpca- | 

king: of his Play, (UCoriolanus, he ſays, 
that 


| Car Þ 
that nothing comparable ro it haus beeil | 
producid- at the Theatre in Draryy-Lamey 


hat an incomparable/Performanice i it is 


let every impartial Readeb judge altho - 


every. Beauty in the Play is SK ent 
yet this Oritic has ſo miſplacd em, that 


they could not duese an n Eye of 
a Sehbob boy. Bin io mms 
J think, Sir, your nn ofa 
good Uritie, in your-$þefard} on That = 
gubject, is. 1d juſt and noble, char; 
pardon they Sir; if (for the Inſtrudtion 
of myſelf and mamy others in part 
cular Mr. DB.) I ſhould quote ſonit 
Paſſages; w hieh I hope may be extui'd - 
when they are ſo juſtly appiy d- 
That thefe is nothing mort ubſuidz 
| than for a Mat to ſet up far A gο 
Ctitic, without n Inſight imo ull the 
Parti of Learning; whertas fnutiy uf 
thoſe who have endenvouf d to figrias 


2811 D 2 ups r=} lize 


L 22.) 
lize cheinſelves by: Works of this Na- 
ture among our Engliſh Writers, are 
not only defective in the above men- 
tion d Particular, but plainly diſcover, 
by the Phraſes they make uſe of, and 
their confus d Way of thinking, that 
they are not acquainted with the moſt 
common and amd n ok i 
ow Sciences. 
The . of a — Grains 
with many Lapſes, and Inadvertencies, 
are/infinitely preferable to the Works of 
an inferior kind of Author, who are 
ſcrupulouſly exact and conformable to 
all the Rules of correct Writing. 
This, Sir, is in ſome Meaſure the 
Character of Mr. D-, he very ſtre- 
twouſly-ptofeſſes correct Writing, and 
confines himſelf to a few general Rules 
extracted outi of the French Authors, 
which, with © certain Cant * Wards, 
Il 2 (1 has 


El 


has ſet up this heavy nter For 
moſt judicious and formidable Criticz:'i 

It is no Wonder, Sir, toi ſee him ſa - 
tisfy the Itch of his yenomous Tongue, 
by venting his Malice. againſt you, for 
Envy, rightly. conſider d, is nothing 
but a Sorrow and Repining at other 
Mens Happineſs, and 1 have the Chai 
rity to believe, this is the Vic moſt 
lama in Mr. .,.. 
In another Place you obſerve, that 
unſeaſonable Mirth in a Critic is capa- 
ble of making a Beauty, as well as 4 
Blemiſh the Subject of Deriſion: A Man 
who cannot write with Wit on a pro- 
per Subject is dull and ſtupid; but one 
who ſheuis it in an improper Place is 


impertinent and abſurd ; beſides, 

Man who has the Gift of Ridicule is 
apt to find Fault with any Thing that 
gives him an Opportunitys of exerting 
| his 


[183113 


— — —— en 


. 
his belov'd Talent, and very often cer 
ſures 4 Paſlage, not becauſe there's 
any Fault in it, but becauſe” he "tan 
be merty upon it] ſuch kinds of Plea 
fancry are very unfair and We en 
in Works of Oxiticiſm. 

I hope, Sir, che Town will allow 
this Fault appears very plain in this 
Ctitic's: Criticiſm on the Tragedy of 
Cato; and granting thoſe Places he ex. 
copts againſt co be Errors, chey are fo 
5. . as not worth 4 Wiſe Man's 
Notice, for, as Mr. Ds poor in ee 
two celebrated _ Radios 


at e e N Pac o 


* 


5 — _ avi fuls bong 
He who would mules you mel mult — 


=; e. ban din ion dc 
A Sebi 0 n r et od: moth 
en us you tel us, Sins Ei 
ought to dwell rather upon Excellencies 
W; 5 than 
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ahm Imperfections, to diſcover * 


eanceal'd- Beauties of a) Writer, and 
communicate ſuch Things ta the World, 
exquiſite: Werds, and ſineſt Strokes of 
an Author, are thoſe which very often 
appear the moſt doubtful, and exe. 
tionabk, to a Men we wants a\Reliſh 
for palite Learning; and cheſe are 
which a ſower undiſtinguiſung Fad 
h artacks wth 1 En Tae: | 
tence. 1 - 
15 M pon e Sir, ( —__ 
to the Rule of Dramatic Writing) it is 
as. compleat a Piece as even Was wrote: 
But ſince Mr. D--s $ ſa very nice in 
his Taſte, I have a great Mind to pub 
ih a Play I have by me, where, in- 
ſtead of troubling” himſelf to erigicize 
on the Faults, 1 ſhall defy him to thaw 
one Pye 


1 


-_ : ; L ; 
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] can but wonder, Sir, at the Beha- 
viour of this Critic, to treat ſo many 
Gentlemen with ſuch ill Manners. He 
envies Mr. Cibber for the ſame Reaſons 
he does you, Sir, becauſe his Works 
have met with their deſer vd Succeſs; 
but why his ill Treatment ſhould reach 
Mr. Mille, and Mr. Booth, (neither 
profeſſing chenſelres eee 18 cod 
. Ne e 
Hue ſays, Sir, in one of his critical 
A Litres that Mr. Booth has no.more 
J udgment in Tragedy, than an Aſs has 
in Muſick, and inſtead of proving this 
impudent Aſſertion, (becauſe weſhould 
not fail ſeeing his malicious Temper) | 
he is ſo forgetful to ſay this ill-natur'd 
Thing i in à Page where he praiſes Mr. 
Booth BW his Nw Notion of Trage 
po? 0th 


1 5 
} 


TS 


But by the Account of his former 
ben it appears, he was as agee - 
ably ill: natur d, as he is now /, to prove 
which, I ſhall take the Freedom to 
trouble you, Sir, with a very entertain- 
ing Paſſage that _ between this 
Critic, Mr. Purcell, and Mr. agony 
which is as follows: 

Mr. Purcell and Mr. Congreve going 
into a Tavem, by chance met B57, 
who went in wich em; after a Glafs 


or two had paſsd, Mr. Purcel, having 


fome private Buſineſs with Mr. Congreve, 
wanted DB 5 out of the Room, and 
not knowing a more certain Way than 
Punning, (for you. are to underſtand, 
Sir, Mr. D----s is as much furprizd at 
Pun as at a Bailiff) he proceeded after 
the following Manner: He pulf'4 the 
Bell, and calf4 two or three Times, 
; por no One anſwering, he put his Hand 

| E under 


* 
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* »#- 


% 


28]. 


under the, Tuble, and“ e full at 


D. —4, he, ſaid, Lthink this Table is 
like the Tavern; ſays D-, (with. hie 
uſual prophane Phraſe) God's Death 


Sir, How, is-vhis Table lite the Taverna 
Why, ſays- Mr., Purcelz becauſe Here's 
neeraDrower im ĩt. A m4. 101 - 2 þ 

Says D-==-5, (ſtarting up) Gods Leath, 
Sir, the Man. chat will make ſuch an ex- 
ecrable Pun as that in my Company, 


| | will wick an Fecher, and fo, left the 


Room. 1517 baleq bad o 11 10 


Now 1 be to you, die, 00 any 
reaſonable Perſon, Whether this Gentle» 


man ought to employ; his. Time: in. ſtu- 


dying malicious emꝑty Sagen or 


a decent ier, e ok. 


But I fear, Sir, I intrude too too much 
on your good Nature, therefore I — 


j DDI! 


N only beg Leave to conclude with a Parar | 2 
rhef Mr. Farquar's, . which, very, ele 
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oe 7% C Wi 
„ of Youth, with 27 — of a 
1 e en the modern Gafedy 
— Gentleman, iti ue } . 
my ef the Khtzele Who" nt "mi 

0 1 A 44. 1d mot .. bb 5 
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Britiſh Recluſe: Or, Cleomira, Capper 


B00 Ks: print fer, and n by W. — 1 
wood, ar Site Head: in e 
* Covent-Garden, | wa 85 

8 1351456 f 1171 

OVE in Exceſs, a Novel, in three 

2 Parts. 2 8. Gd. 


dead. by Mrs. Eire, Heywood 
18. 6 
9 Man: Or, Lo and Liberty. 1s. 


Refuſal: or, the Ladies Phyloſophy. 


By Mr. Cibber. 1 8, 6d. 
Commutree. 18. 
Meaſure for Meaſure. 18, betean N 
Nomen Actor. 18. 6 d. 
Wives of wehe. 18. 
— a . 
Match in Newgate. Is. 
Ambitious Step- Mother. By N. Rowe, 18. 


